
 
 

11th Sunday after Pentecost 
August 16, 2020 

9:30 am 
  

Gathering 
Welcome to Worship!  I’m glad you’re here and the Bible tells me that God is glad that you are here.  

  
Announcements 

1. We’re recording!  Let me know if you’re not ok with your face on YouTube.  We post the worship later in 
the day.  

2. We’re collecting kits for WINGS.  See what they need here: Our drop offs are on Wed Aug 12 and Wed 
Aug 19 from 5:30-7:30pm 
https://wingsprogram.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/WINGS-Donation-Kits.pdf 

3. Installation picnic is on Saturday, Sept. 12 at 4pm.  Outdoor worship for installation is at 5:30pm.  Be 
there!  Invite friends!  

4. You should be getting e-mails.  Let Pastor Jess know if you’re not.  Make sure you are subscribed to 
the LCMM YouTube channel, Miss Ann’s Lambs Kid’s Time channel, and that you like and follow our 
Facebook page. The more you like/comment/and share these things, the most people will come to 
know Jesus through LCMM.  

 
 

Centering and Quieting Time 
Let’s take a deep breath and move ourselves into a worshipful space while we listen to the prelude.  

 
Prelude 

Instrumental Music 
 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 
C: Amen. 
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Reconciling God, 
C: we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 
and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves 
and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
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We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others 
as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. 
By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
 
P: Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 
we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. 
For hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

 
Opening Hymn: Creating God, Your Fingers Trace (ELW #684) 

 
1 Creating God, your fingers trace 

the bold designs of farthest space; 
let sun and moon and stars and light 
and what lies hidden praise your might. 

 
3 Redeeming God, your arms embrace 

all now despised for creed or race; 
let peace, descending like a dove, 
make known on earth your healing love. 

 
4 Indwelling God, your gospel claims 

one fam'ly with a billion names; 
let ev'ry life be touched by grace 
until we praise you face to face. 

 

 
 

Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  
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Prayer of the Day 
 
A: Let us pray.  God of all peoples,  
C: your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to 
love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

First Reading: Genesis 45:1-15 
 
[After Judah offered himself in place of his brother Benjamin,] 1 Joseph could no longer control himself before 
all those who stood by him, and he cried out, “Send everyone away from me.” So no one stayed with him when 
Joseph made himself known to his brothers. 2 And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the 
household of Pharaoh heard it. 3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his 
brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 
  4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am your 
brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, 
because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6 For the famine has been in the land 
these two years; and there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7 God sent 
me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8 So it was 
not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler 
over all the land of Egypt. 9 Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God 
has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. 10 You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and 
you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, 
and all that you have. 11 I will provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so 
that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’ 12 And now your eyes and the 
eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. 13 You must tell my father how 
greatly I am honored in Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” 14 Then he 
fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15 And he kissed all his 
brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him. 
 

Second Reading: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
 
[Paul writes:] 1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant 
of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2a God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 
 
  29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were once disobedient to God but 
have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so they have now been disobedient in order that, 
by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. 32 For God has imprisoned all in disobedience 
so that he may be merciful to all. 
 

Music: Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (ELW #172) 
Halle, halle, halle-lujah, 
Halle, halle, halle-lujah, 
Halle, halle, halle-lujah, 
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Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
 

Gospel: Matthew 15:21-28 
 
A: The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 14th Chapter.  
C: Glory to You, O Lord.  
 
Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a Canaanite woman from 
that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented 
by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her 
away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take 
the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall 
from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as 
you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 
 
A: The Gospel of the Lord 
C: Praise to you, O Christ.  

Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day: Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service (ELW #712) 
 
1 Lord, whose love in humble service 

bore the weight of human need, 
who upon the cross, forsaken, 
worked your mercy's perfect deed: 
we, your servants, bring the worship 
not of voice alone, but heart; 
consecrating to your purpose 
ev'ry gift which you impart. 

 
2 Still your children wander homeless; 

still the hungry cry for bread; 
still the captives long for freedom; 
still in grief we mourn our dead. 
As you, Lord, in deep compassion 
healed the sick and freed the soul, 
by your Spirit send your power 
to our world to make it whole. 

 
3 As we worship, grant us vision, 

till your love's revealing light 

in its height and depth and greatness 
dawns upon our quickened sight, 
making known the needs and burdens 
your compassion bids us bear, 
stirring us to ardent service, 
your abundant life to share. 

 
4 Called by worship to your service, 

forth in your dear name we go, 
to the child, the youth, the aged,  
love in living deeds to show; 
hope and health, good will and comfort, 
counsel, aid and peace we give, 
that your servants, Lord, in freedom 
may your mercy know and live. 

 
 
 
 

Prayers 
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A: Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 
need. (Silence is kept for reflection.)  
 
A: Lord, you gather the church to be part of your mission as ambassadors of Jesus Christ. As Jesus 
acknowledged the great faith of a woman from outside his people, help your church discover and find blessing 
in the faith of people we might reject. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 
A: You have blessed us with the bounty of the earth. Grant your grace to all your creatures, that the earth will 
flourish. Relieve waters choked by garbage, renew soils stripped of nutrients, and refresh the air all creatures 
need to live. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 
A: You call the nations to be glad and sing for joy. Let your way be known among all the nations of the world, 
now divided by competing interests, contending alliances, and consumed by enormous worry. Bless us and 
make your face shine upon all. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 
A: You show unexpected mercy, kindness, and generosity. We pray for those who do not have enough, for 
outcasts in our villages, cities, and town, and for those who need your healing (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 
A: In you we live and move and have our being. Grant our congregation (name) grace to find our life refreshed 
in you. Accompany us in the rhythms of late summer. Give us rest and renewal, and strengthen us for mission 
in your name. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 
A: Your eternal promises are more than we could ever imagine. As you gather all the saints (especially), join 
us also with them on the great day of your salvation. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 
A:In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 

Sharing of Peace 
P: The peace of Christ be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

Moment of Generosity 
You can use this time to click on the online giving link in the chat, or to write a check and prepare an envelope 
to mail to the church. The council is accepting applications from our mutual aid fund.  We are also collecting for 

live streaming equipment for when we gather again in person, and online tools for  
connecting now. You can use the other box in the online giving form, or the memo line of your check 

to write “Mutual Aid Fund” or “Tech Special Offering”. 
[If you have a story of generosity to share next week, let Pastor know.] 
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Music: Goodness Is Stronger than Evil (ELW #721) 

 
Goodness is stronger than evil; 
love is stronger than hate; 
light is stronger than darkness; 
life is stronger than death; 
vict'ry is ours, vict'ry is ours, 
through God who loves us. 
Vict'ry is ours, vict'ry is ours, 
through God who loves us.  (Repeat) 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

 
A: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
     Give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
     For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Music: Shout to the Lord (ELW #821) 
 
My Jesus, my Savior, 
Lord, there is none like you. 
All of my days I want to praise 
the wonders of your mighty love. 
My comfort, my shelter, 
tower of refuge and strength; 
let ev'ry breath, all that I am 
never cease to worship you. 

 

Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing 
power and majesty, praise to the King. 
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar 
at the sound of your name. 
I sing for joy at the work of your hands; 
forever I'll love you, forever I'll stand. 
Nothing compares to the promise I have in  

you. 

 

Blessing 
P: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
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God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal 
love. 
C: Amen. 

Dismissal 
P: Go in peace, Christ is with you.  
C: Thanks be to God.  

Postlude 
Instrumental Music 

 
Coffee Hour 

We will be together in a large group. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Copyright Notices 
 

Creating God, Your Fingers Trace 
Text: Jeffery Rowthorn © 1979 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Reproduced under 
OneLicense.net #A-704433. 
 
Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service 
Text: Albert F. Bayly © 1961 Oxford University Press.  All rights reserved. Reproduced under OneLicense.net #A-704433. 
 
Goodness Is Stronger than Evil 
Text from An African Prayer Book selected by Desmond Tutu, © 1995 by Desmond Tutu. Used by permission of Doubleday, a division 
of Random House, Inc., and Lynn C. Franklin Associates, Ltd.  All rights reserved. Reproduced under OneLicense.net #A-704433. 
 
Shout to the Lord 
Text: Darlene Zschech  © 1993 Darlene Zschech/Hillsong Publishing, admin. in the USA & Canada by Integrity's Hosanna! Music 
(ASCAP) c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission.  CCLI #1250158 
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