
 
 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 
September 20, 2020 

9:30 am 
  

Gathering 
Welcome to Worship!  I’m glad you’re here and the Bible tells me that God is glad that you are here.  

  
Announcements 

1. We’re recording!  Let me know if you’re not ok with your face on YouTube.  We post the worship later in 
the day.  

2. Zoom Choir! We will gather each Wednesday at 7:30pm over Zoom for music, fun and fellowship.  All 
are welcome!  

3. You should be getting e-mails.  Let Pastor Jess know if you’re not.  Make sure you are subscribed to 
the LCMM YouTube channel, Miss Ann’s Lambs Kid’s Time channel, and that you like and follow our 
Facebook page. The more you like/comment/and share these things, the most people will come to 
know Jesus through LCMM.  

 
Centering and Quieting Time 

Let’s take a deep breath and move ourselves into a worshipful space while we listen to the prelude.  
 
 

Prelude 
Instrumental Music 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 

 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Faithful God, 
C: have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We turn from your loving embrace 
and go our own ways. 
We pass judgment on one another 
before examining ourselves. 
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 
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We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 
and turn us again to life in you 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
P: God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, 
Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: 
Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness 
to do God’s work in the world.  
C: Amen. 

 
Opening Hymn: Great Is Thy Faithfulness (ELW #733) 

 1 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
there is no shadow of turning with thee; 
thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not; 
as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 

 
Refrain 

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 
3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!  Refrain 

 
Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  
 

Prayer of the Day 
 
A: Let us pray.  Almighty and eternal God,  
C: you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we cannot rely on our own 
abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

First Reading: Exodus 16:2-15  
 
2The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 3The 
Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the 
fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly 
with hunger.” 
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  4Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the people shall 
go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will follow my instruction or not. 
5On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other days.” 
6So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, 7and in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has heard 
your complaining against the Lord. For what are we, that you complain against us?” 8And Moses said, “When 
the Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the morning, because the Lord has heard 
the complaining that you utter against him—what are we? Your complaining is not against us but against the 
Lord.” 
  9Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to the Lord, for he 
has heard your complaining.’ ” 10And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked 
toward the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. 11The Lord spoke to Moses and said, 
12“I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the 
morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.’ ” 
  13In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of dew 
around the camp. 14When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky 
substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” 
For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat.” 

 
Music: Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (ELW #172) 

Halle, halle, halle-lujah, 
Halle, halle, halle-lujah, 
Halle, halle, halle-lujah, 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
 

Gospel: Matthew 20: 1 - 16 
P: The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 20th Chapter.  
C: Glory to You, O Lord.  
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to 
hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his 
vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he said 
to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5When he went out 
again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he went out and found 
others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, 
‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the 
owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last 
and then going to the first.’ 9When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily 
wage. 10Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the 
usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last 
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 
scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me 
for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to 
you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am 
generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
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P: The Gospel of the Lord 
C: Praise to you, O Christ.  

Miss Ann’s Lambs Children’s Time 
 

Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day: There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy (ELW #588) 
 
1 There's a wideness in God's mercy,  

like the wideness of the sea; 
there's a kindness in God's justice 
which is more than liberty. 
There is no place where earth's sorrows 
are more felt than up in heav'n. 
There is no place where earth's failings 
have such kindly judgment giv'n. 

 
2 There is welcome for the sinner, 

and a promised grace made good; 
there is mercy with the Savior; 
there is healing in his blood. 
There is grace enough for thousands 
of new worlds as great as this; 
there is room for fresh creations 
in that upper home of bliss. 

 

3 For the love of God is broader 
than the measures of our mind; 
and the heart of the Eternal 
is most wonderfully kind. 
But we make this love too narrow 
by false limits of our own; 
and we magnify its strictness 
with a zeal God will not own. 

 
4 'Tis not all we owe to Jesus; 

it is something more than all: 
greater good because of evil, 
larger mercy through the fall. 
Make our love, O God, more faithful; 
let us take you at your word, 
and our lives will be thanksgiving 
for the goodness of the Lord. 

 
Prayers 

A: Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. (A brief 
silence.) 
 
A: Generous God, you make the last first, and the first last. Where this gospel challenges the church, equip it 
for its works of service. Strengthen those who suffer for Christ. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 
A: Sun and wind, bushes and worms, cattle and great cities—nothing in creation is outside your concern, 
mighty God. In your mercy, tend to it all. Give us a spirit of generosity toward all you have made. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 
A: Where we find envy and create enemies, you provide enough for all. Bring peace to places of conflict and 
violence (especially). Inspire leaders with creativity and wisdom. Bless the work of negotiators, peacekeepers, 
and development workers. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 

4 



A: Reveal yourself to all in need as you are gracious and merciful, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, 
ready to relent from punishing. Accompany judges and lawyers, victims of crime and those serving sentences. 
Give fruitful labor and a livelihood to those seeking work. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 
A: Even beyond our expectations, you choose to give generously. Grant life, health, and courage to all who are 
in need (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 
A: We praise you for the generations that have declared your power to us. Give us faithfulness to follow them, 
living for Christ, until you call us to join them in the joyful song around his throne. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 
A: All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Sharing of Peace 
P: The peace of Christ be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

Moment of Generosity 
You can use this time to click on the online giving link in the chat, or to write a check and prepare an envelope 
to mail to the church. The council is accepting applications from our mutual aid fund.  We are also collecting for 

live streaming equipment for when we gather again in person, and online tools for  
connecting now. You can use the other box in the online giving form, or the memo line of your check 

to write “Mutual Aid Fund” or “Tech Special Offering”. 
[If you have a story of generosity to share next week, let Pastor know.] 

 
Music: Build Us Up, Lord (ELW #670) 

 
1 Build us up, Lord, build us up; 

set in us a strong foundation. 
Lead us to do your holy will; 
form and shape your new creation. 
Build us up, Lord, build us up; 
as we guide and teach each other, 
help us to share your love with the world: 
ev'ry sibling, ev'ry person.  Refrain 

 
Refrain 

Growing in Christ, we plant seeds for the kingdom; 
we follow in faith what's begun! 
Lord, set in our hearts the pow'r of your word 
to spread the news of your Son! 

 
2 Build us up, Lord, build us up; 
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let our lives reflect your glory. 
Cast away all our doubts and fears; 
help us tell the world your story. 
Build us up, Lord, build us up; 
help us bear good fruit for you, 
Lord, give us vision and keep us sure. 
Grant us faith that's steadfast and true.  Refrain  
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
     Give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
     For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Music: The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve (ELW #551)  
 
1 The Spirit sends us forth to serve; 

we go in Jesus' name 
to bring glad tidings to the poor, 
God's favor to proclaim. 

 
2 We go to comfort those who mourn 

and set the burdened free; 
where hope is dim, to share a dream 
and help the blind to see. 

 

3 We go to be the hands of Christ, 
to scatter joy like seed 
and, all our days, to cherish life, 
to do the loving deed. 

 
4 Then let us go to serve in peace, 

the gospel to proclaim. 
God's Spirit has empowered us; 
we go in Jesus' name. 

 
Invitation to Discipleship Practice 

 
Blessing 

P: Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 
C: Amen. 
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Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
C: Amen. 

Postlude 
Instrumental Music 

 
Coffee Hour 

We will be together in a large group. 
 
 
 

Copyright Notices 
 

Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
Text: Thomas O. Chisholm © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Reproduced by permission. 
OneLicense.net #A-704433. 
 
There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 
Text: Frederick W. Faber, alt.  Public domain. 
 
Build Us Up, Lord 
Text: Mark Glaeser and Donna Hanna, alt. © 2003 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Reproduced under OneLicense.net 
#A-704433. 
 
The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve 
Text: Delores Dufner, OSB © 1993 Delores Dufner, OSB. Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Reproduced by 
permission.   OneLicense.net #A-704433. 
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