
 Installation of Rev. Jess Harren as  

Pastor of the Lutheran Church of Martha and Mary 

September 12, 2020, 5:30 pm 

 

Preservice: 

Please pick up enough communion cups for your entire family and visit our welcome table to join 

our mailing list or to pick up a card with our links.  

 

Gathering, Announcements, Centering and Quieting Time 

 

Prelude: Instrumental Music 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of 

creation. C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Faithful God, 

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

      We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on 

one another before examining ourselves. We place our own needs before those of 

our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast 

away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

P: God . . . in the world. C: Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn: Shout to the Lord (ELW #821)  

 

My Jesus, my Savior, 

Lord, there is none like you. 

All of my days I want to praise 

the wonders of your mighty love. 

My comfort, my shelter, 

tower of refuge and strength; 

let ev'ry breath, all that I am 

never cease to worship you. 

Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing 

power and majesty, praise to the King. 

Mountains bow down and the seas will roar 

at the sound of your name. 

I sing for joy at the work of your hands; 

forever I'll love you, forever I'll stand. 

Nothing compares to the promise I have in 

you. 

 

Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. C: And also with you.  

Prayer of the Day 

P: Let us pray. Almighty God, through your Son Jesus Christ you gave the holy apostles many gifts and 

commanded them to feed your flock. Inspire all pastors to proclaim your word diligently and your 

people to receive it willingly, that finally we may receive the crown of eternal glory; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen 
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First Reading Genesis 18: 1-15: 

The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the heat of 

the day. 2 He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the 

tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground. 3 He said, “My lord, if I find favor with 

you, do not pass by your servant. 4 Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest 

yourselves under the tree. 5 Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that 

you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” 6 And 

Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice 

flour, knead it, and make cakes.” 7 Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and 

gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. 8 Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he 

had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree while they ate. 

They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” 10 Then one said, “I will 

surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at 

the tent entrance behind him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; it had ceased to 

be with Sarah after the manner of women. 12 So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I have grown 

old, and my husband is old, shall I have pleasure?” 13 The Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah 

laugh, and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’ 14 Is anything too wonderful for the 

Lord? At the set time I will return to you, in due season, and Sarah shall have a son.” 15 But Sarah 

denied, saying, “I did not laugh”; for she was afraid. He said, “Oh yes, you did laugh.” 

 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12: 12-21 

12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are 

one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body — Jews or 

Greeks, slaves or free — and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

14Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot would say, "Because I am 

not a hand, I do not belong to the body," that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16And if 

the ear would say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," that would not make it any 

less a part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole 

body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18But as it is, God arranged the members in 

the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19If all were a single member, where would the body be? 

20As it is, there are many members, yet one body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need 

of you," nor again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you." 22On the contrary, the members of the 

body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and those members of the body that we think less 

honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated with greater 

respect; 24whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the 

body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 25that there may be no dissension within the 

body, but the members may have the same care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer 

together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 27Now you are the body of 

Christ and individually members of it. 28And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second 

prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of 

leadership, various kinds of tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all 

work miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31But 

strive for the greater gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way. 

 

Music: Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (ELW #172) 

Halle, halle, halle-lujah, 

Halle, halle, halle-lujah, 

Halle, halle, halle-lujah, 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
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Gospel: Luke 10: 38-42 

P: The Gospel according to St. Luke, the 10th Chapter.  

C: Glory to You, O Lord.  

 

38Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a woman named Martha welcomed 

him into her home. 39She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet and listened to what he 

was saying. 40But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him and asked, "Lord, do 

you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to help me." 41But 

the Lord answered her, "Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; 42there is 

need of only one thing. 

Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her." 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord 

C: Praise to you, O Christ.  

Sermon by Bishop Yehiel Curry, 

 Bishop  Of the Metropolitan Chicago Synod of the ELCA 

 

Hymn of the Day: God Our Maker, Whose First Summons  

 

1 God our Maker, whose first summons 

Formed the realms of day and night, 

Still you speak amid our chaos, 

Calling us to truth and right. 

When our doubts and fears confound us, 

Give us faith to bear your light; 

Give us faith to bear your light. 

 

2 God the Spirit, breathe upon us, 

With new life our souls excite; 

Let your flame break out among us; 

Help us claim your urgent might. 

With your guarding, guiding presence, 

Give us hope to bear your light; 

Give us hope to bear your light. 

 

3 God incarnate, suffering servant, 

Sharing in our human plight, 

Teaching, healing, feeding, seeking, 

Ever ready to invite; 

By your pattern of compassion, 

Give us love to bear your light; 

Give us love to bear your light. 

 

4. Triune God, enfolding Myst’ry 

Greater than our creeds recite, 

Join our lives in faith and service, 

Let our words and deeds unite; 

To a world that longs to know you, 

Give us grace to bear your light; 

Give us grace to bear your light. 

 

Installation 

Presentation 

BC: Having been authorized by the church to install The Reverend Jessica A. Harren, our 

co-worker in the gospel, as Pastor, I now ask for certification of this call. 

 

Congregational President: After prayerful deliberation, we, of the Lutheran Church of Martha and 

Mary, have called The Reverend  Jessica A.  Harren to serve as a minister of word and 

sacrament in the position of Pastor. I present The Reverend Jessica A. Harren and this letter 

certifying the call. 

 

Nicole Lehman gives Bishop Curry the letter certifying that the call has been received and 

accepted.  
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Readings 

 

Address and Questions 

The presiding minister addresses questions to the minister of word and sacrament. 

 

Congregation Questions 

BC: Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, graciously give you the strength 

and compassion to perform them. C: Amen. 

 

BC: People of God, will you receive Pastor Jess Harren as a messenger of Jesus Christ sent to serve 

all people with the gospel of hope and salvation? Will you regard her as a servant of Christ and 

a steward of the mysteries of God? C: We will, and we ask God to help us. 

 

BC: Will you pray for Pastor Jess? Will you help and honor her in carrying out this ministry? In all 

things, will you strive to live together in the peace and unity of Christ? 

C: We will, and we ask God to help us. 

 

BC: Pastor Jess Harren, the office of Pastor is now committed to you in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

Blessing 

BC: The God of peace,  . . . . to whom be the glory forever and ever. C: Amen. 

 

A representative of the congregation presents symbols of Word and Sacrament to the minister.  

 

BC: People of God, I present to you The Reverend Jessica A. Harren, your Pastor. 

C: Let us welcome Pastor Jess in the name of Christ. 

 

 

Prayers 

Each prayer petition ends with “Lord in your mercy” and the congregation responds  

C: Hear Our Prayer 

 

Sharing of Peace  

P: The peace of Christ be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

Moment of Generosity  
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Hymn: Build Us Up (ELW #670) (MM) 

 

1 Build us up, Lord, build us up; 

set in us a strong foundation. 

Lead us to do your holy will; 

form and shape your new creation. 

Build us up, Lord, build us up; 

as we guide and teach each other, 

help us to share your love with the 

world: 

ev'ry sibling, ev'ry person.  Refrain 

 

Refrain 

Growing in Christ, we plant seeds for the 

kingdom; 

we follow in faith what's begun! 

Lord, set in our hearts the pow'r of your 

word 

to spread the news of your Son! 

 

Build us up, Lord, build us up; 

let our lives reflect your glory. 

Cast away all our doubts and fears; 

help us tell the world your story. 

Build us up, Lord, build us up; 

help us bear good fruit for you, 

Lord, give us vision and keep us sure. 

Grant us faith that's steadfast and true. 

Refrain  

Communion  

Welcome to Communion 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface 

P: It is indeed right, . . . join their unending hymn:
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Eucharastic Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those  who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to the Table (PJ) 

P: Enjoy the banquet where Christ gives himself as food and drink. C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Communion Music 

 

Post Communion Blessing  

P: We give you thanks, . . . . now and forever. C: Amen. 

 

Blessing  

P: Neither . . . . keep you in eternal love.   C: Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn: The Lord Now Sends Us Forth (ELW #538) 

 

ENGLISH 

The Lord now sends us forth  

with hands to serve and give, 

to make of all the earth  

a better place to live.  Repeat 

 

The angels are not sent  

into our world of pain 

to do what we were meant  

to do in Jesus' name; 

that falls to you and me  

and all who are made free. 

Help us, O Lord, we pray,  

to do your will today.  Repeat 

SPANISH 

Enviado soy de Dios,  

mi mano lista está 

para construir con él  

un mundo fraternal.  Repitalo 

 

Los ángeles no son  

enviados a cambiar 

un mundo de dolor  

por un mundo mejor; 

me ha tocado a mí  

hacerlo realidad. 

Ayúdame, Señor,  

a hacer tu voluntad.  Repitalo 

Dismissal  

P: Go in peace, Christ is with you.  C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Postlude: Instrumental Music 
 

Copyright Notices: 

Shout to the Lord: Text: Darlene Zschech © 1993 Darlene Zschech/Hillsong Publishing, admin USA & Canada Integrity’s Hosanna! Music.  All rights reserved.   Used by permission.  CCLI 

#1251058. 
God Our Maker, Whose First Summons: Text: Carl P. Daw, Jr. © 2007 Hope Publishing Co.  All rights reserved.  Reproduced under OneLicense.net #A-704433. 

Build Us Up, Lord: Text: Mark Glaeser and Donna Hanna, alt. © 2003 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Reproduced under OneLicense.net #A-704433. 

The Lord Now Sends Us Forth: Text: Public Domain.  English text © 1998 and arr © 2003 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Reproduced under OneLicense.net #A-704433. 
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